THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH    MUSEUM
it ran a service passage, thus diverting the traffic which used neces-
sarily to pass through the Large Room, but at the same time cutting
the long vista from the Arch Room at the West to the Catalogue
Room at the East. A deeply and elaborately coffered ceiling and pairs
of square white stone and round black columns standing forward of
the gallery along the sides of the room added to its architectural
dignity, while the columns reduced the span of the girders carrying
the floor above; but it cannot be denied that both reduced the space
and were in contrast with the plainness which is the distinction of
the Reading Room.
A Photographic Studio, much larger than its predecessor and fitter
for the increasing demand, was contrived on the roof of the King
Edward VII Building.
2. THE COPYRIGHT ACTS, ign AND 1915
The International Copyright Conventions of 1886 and 1908
called attention to the lack of uniformity in the copyright laws of the
countries of the British Empire, and the subject was discussed at the
Imperial Conference of 1910; a special Imperial Copyright Con-
ference was called which also insisted that uniformity should be
achieved throughout the Empire, of course with the assent of the
legislatures of the self-governing Dominions. The result was that in
1911 a new Imperial Copyright Act was passed (i & 2 Geo. V, c. 46).
The clauses providing for deposit at the Museum repeat those in
the Act of x 842. After a fierce fight the claim of the University
Libraries was retained, and the National Library of Wales was
added j but these points do not concern us here- The primary inten-
tion of the Act, and the chief novel provision, dealt with the Empire.
By the International Copyright Act of 1886 the depository libraries
had lost their right to Colonial books, which, as we have seen, were
very irregularly supplied* The new Act extended to all His Majesty's
Dominions, subject to the legislative confirmation of the self-govern-
ing Dominions. And His Majesty was empowered, by an Order in
Council, to apply it to territories under his protection and to Cyprus.
The self-governing Dominions gave effect to the Act by local Acts
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